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State media continues to endorse hate speech 

Hate speech is defined as prejudiced language that attacks or vilifies a social 

group or member of such a group with the intention of systematically undermin-
ing and subjugating the identified victim using insulting and offensive language in 

order to destroy their public reputation. By its very nature hate language is spe-
cifically intended to excite hostility and public contempt for those individuals or 

groups who are its targets to an extent that they no longer deserve to have their 
basic human rights protected. In Zimbabwe hate speech has become an endemic 

and poisonous epidemic that has fractured and polarized society by promoting ex-
treme levels of political and social intolerance and hostility towards any group or 

individual that disagrees with the ZANU-PF’s perspective of reality. 
 

According to the Global Political Agreement (GPA), no journalist or media organi-
sation should make a media blitz against any political party or any person. No 

Journalist or media organisation must promote hatred, whether the public media 
or Private media. In May 2012 Information and Publicity Minister Webster Shamu 

in May 2012 announced that the government will soon propose a law barring hate 

speech in the media appearing before the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on 
Media, Information and Communication Technology. Up to now no media reforms 

have taken place as yet and Zimbabwe continues to be subjected to hate lan-
guage from the state media. ZBC has been converted into a Zanu PF mouthpiece 

when in fact it is a national broadcaster. The use of hate speech by several Zanu 
(PF) politicians is the cause of increasing cases of politically motivated violence. 

According to a report conducted by the Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe, 
ZBC continues to flout Article 19.1(d) of the GPA, which recognizes all three par-

ties to the inclusive government to be equal partners that deserve “balanced and 
fair coverage for their legitimate political activities. Beginning of the year 2012 

witnessed a resurgence in the use of hate speech in the government controlled 
media aimed at publicly discrediting Zanu PF’s legitimate political opposition. Ex-

cessive airtime is being allocated to Zanu-PF, while opposition parties are denied 
access. In February 2012, ZBC broadcasted live on television, a poem recited by a 

grade one pupil in Chipinge at a musical gala held in Chipinge to celebrate Presi-

dent Mugabe’s 88th birthday. 
 

“Tsvangirai, ndaiona musoro kukura ndikati injere, ndange ndisingazivi kuti kur-
wara (Tsvangirai, I used to think that your big head is a reflection of intelligence, 

little did I know that it is a sign of sickness),” she said to roars of approval from a 
largely pro-Mugabe crowd. 

She described Mugabe as a demi-god whose leadership capabilities were being 
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chocked by Tsvangirai “the weed and coward that fled the liberation war while 

Mugabe fought white colonialists”. 
 

ZBC chief executive officer Mr Happison Muchechetere has refuted allegations that 
the broadcaster is partisan by arguing that the ZBC does not play songs with hate 

language. 
 

“We don’t play jingles, but songs that talk about Zimbabwe, songs that exalt the 
leader of Zimbabwe just like they do in other countries like America: they don’t 

play songs that exalt the Prime Minister. Jingles are 30 seconds to about a minute 
and they are done during elections. So, we don’t play jingles. The airplay of songs 

dedicated to the Head of State and Government and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces, President Robert Mugabe, ZBC is open to every politi-

cal party, and is not a Zanu PF tool.” 
 

The perpetrators of hate speech also include politicians, candidates, and senior 

government officials or groups associated with a political party whose statements 
were reported in the media as news. Almost invariably the main perpetrators 

were senior government officials from the Presidium, especially President Mugabe 
himself downwards to government ministers, such as Minister of Justice and Par-

liamentary Affairs Patrick Chinamasa and the Minister of Information Sikhanyiso 
Ndlovu, service chiefs who include Police Commissioner-General Augustine Chi-

huri; Commander of the Defence Forces, Constantine Chiwenga; Brigadier Doug-
las Nyikayaramba, Prisons Chief Paradzai Zimondi, party officials, party function-

aries and other party affiliates such as war veterans.  
 

While inflammatory public insults have been going down of late, President Robert 
Mugabe is on record saluting attacks on leaders of opposition parties, while his 

lieutenants are also guilty of hate language.   
 

Most significantly, the government-controlled media continues to endorse and 

amplify hate speech in the news and current affairs programmes of the state 
broadcaster and in the news and opinion columns of the newspapers under gov-

ernment control.  
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When will the government recognise that persecution 

of gays and lesbians is wrong? 

Despite incessant calls for legislative reform, the government of Zimbabwe contin-

ues to enact laws that serve to incarcerate the human rights activist and ordinary 

citizens of the country.  

Police yesterday Tuesday 3 July, 2012 summoned Chesterfield Samba, the direc-

tor of the Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe (GALZ) for allegedly undermining the 

authority of or insulting President Robert Mugabe in contravention of Section 33 of 

the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act Chapter 9.23 stipulates that it is a 

Criminal offence to insult or mock the President. Samba represented by Jeremiah 

Bamu of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights reported at the Zimbabwe Republic 

Police’s CID Drugs Section was summoned by Detective Assistant Inspector (DAI) 

Mupandawana on Monday 2 July 2012. 

DAI Mupandawana and the Officer in Charge of CID Drugs Section identified as 

Chibvuma interrogated Samba over the operations of GALZ and advised that the 

police intended to charge the organization for contravening Section 33 of the 

Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act. The police claim that in 2010, GALZ 

displayed a plaque of former San Francisco Mayor Willie Lewis Brown Jnr in their 

office in which the African-American denounces President Mugabe’s homophobia. 

These charges were initially pressed against two GALZ employees Ellen 

Chademana and Ignatius Mhambi when they were arrested in 2010 but they were 

never prosecuted on these charges. The two GALZ employees, who stood trial for 

allegedly possessing pornographic pictures in contravention of Section 26(1) of 

the Censorship and Entertainment Control Act (Chapter10:04) were acquitted in 

2010. 

Samba was expected to return to the CID Drugs Section today on Wednesday 4 

July 2012 at 1100 hours in the company of his lawyer to furnish the police with a 

letter advising them of who the legal representative of GALZ is. However there 

was a turnaround of events as the police are now charging GALZ as an institution 

and today summoned Martha Tholanah in her capacity as GALZ Board Chairperson 

to stand in for the organisation together with defense lawyer Marufu Mandevere 

from Mbidzo, Muchadehama and Makoni legal practitioners. 

There has been an increase in the harassment of LGBT persons with shameless 

impunity in Zimbabwe. On 10 May 2012, for example, at a community gathering, 

Minister of Local Government, Rural and Urban Development, Ignatius Chombo, 
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allegedly made the statement that, 

“Chiefs are there to protect and promote our cultural values and those who sup-

port same-sex marriages must be banished from the communities and dispos-

sessed of their land.” 

Arguably, Minister Chombo’s comments fall foul of section 37 of the Criminal Law 

(Codification and Reform) Act which prohibits participating in a gathering with the 

intent to promote violence, breaches of the peace or bigotry. No doubt, his state-

ments are likely to fuel prejudice, stigma and discrimination against the gays and 

lesbians community. Anti-homophobia Day celebrated on the 17th of May each 

year should serve as a reminder of the need for all human rights organisations to 

intensify their promotion of the rights of the community. As such they are entitled 

to the same protection against discrimination and incitement as everyone else. 
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Application for Leave granted  

Today, Wednesday the 4th of July 2012, witnessed the granting of the application 

for leave to the Glenview 29. The Glenview 29 are accused of murdering Inspector 

Petros Mutedza a member of the Zimbabwe Republic Police in Glenview in May 

2011. The application for leave will see the defense team comprised of Beatrice 

Mtetwa, Selby Hwacha, Aleck Muchadehama, Charles Kwaramba, Gift Mtisi and 

Jeremiah Bhamu challenging the constitutionality of  Section 117 (6) of the 

(Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act) at the Supreme Court and advocating for 

bail for the Glenview 29. This is a welcome development considering that some of 

the accused have been in remand for close to a year for a crime they did not com-

mit and now there is hope that they will be given their freedom back. 

High Court Judge Justice Chinembiri Bhunu told the court that the defense team 

lacked evidence for special circumstances as stipulated in Section 117 (6) of the 

(Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act) which postulates that an accused person 

alleged to have killed a law enforcement officer in the course of duty be detained 

in custody until he or she has been dealt with in accordance with the law. He not-

ed that he did not see any success in the defense team getting bail for the ac-

cused. He further commented that a higher standard of proof was needed for the 

granting of bail at any Court in the country. In his own words the Judge described 

the seeking of bail at the Supreme Court by the defense team as “A person chas-

ing after his or her own shadow”. The Judge further noted that the killing of a po-

lice officer who is on duty is a declaration of war against the central Government.  

The evidence produced so far in Court by the State witnesses since the trial start-

ed about a month ago proved weak and not substantial enough to pin the murder 

on the Glenview 29. All the State witnesses could not identify a single person 

among the accused 29 as being responsible for the crime. The state witnesses 

who were together at the time of the incident gave contradicting statements 

which proves that the evidence by the state is corrupt and meant to falsely con-

vict the 29. The trial is set to continue next week at the High Court as the defense 

team also prepares to seek bail at the Supreme Court.  It is however a well known 

fact that a person is innocent until he or she is proven guilty which is why the 

Glenview 29 should be granted bail. 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org

